
January 22, 2023 

      ST. MATTHEW’S UMC 
  

GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

You can help us meet our goal of raising $1500 by 

submitting your order and 
spreading the word to family, friends, and co-workers! 



    Sun. 1/22 

9:15a Sun. School 
9:45 Prayer Time 
10:17 Worship 
6:00p Knitters 

    Mon. 1/23 
  8:00a CWM 
  7:00p Scouts 

    Tue. 1/24 
8:00a CWM 
9:30 Sr. Tuesday 

   Wed. 1/25 
8:00a CWM 
1:00p Words of 
  Wisdom, F’book 
6:00p Choir 
  Rehearsal 
 

    Thu. 1/26 
8:00a CWM 
10:00 Chapel 
  Time w/Ms. Nell  
   on Facebook 
8:30p Online 
  Bible Study 

    Fri. 1/27 
   8:00a CWM 
 
 

    Sat. 1/28  
9:00a Weight 
  Watchers 
 

St Matthew’s United  Methodist Church 

4300 N. Shepherd Drive/ Houston, TX, 77018

Phone (713) 697-0671

2023 Stewardship

Pledge Card

2023 Stewardship

Pledge Card

Your Name:

Phone/email:

To date, we have received 14 
pledge cards totaling $30,410.  

Thank you for your commit-
ment! 

If you have misplaced your 
card or didn’t receive one, 

they are available in the Nar-
thex by the red Post Box.  Fill 

one out and drop it in that 
box. 

In conjunction with this year’s Super Bowl Sunday on 

February 12, we will once again have our own Souper 

Bowl of Caring Sunday,  where we collect food items 

and/or love donations for our Community Bread Box 

ministry, held on pancake breakfast Saturdays. 

 
Donated food items can be 

placed in the wooden cart in 

the Narthex or dropped off.  

Place love donations in the 

basket attached to the cart. 

Thanks for your support! 

 

Requested Items 
Oatmeal 

Pinto beans 
Cornbread mix 

Cake mix & icing 
Macaroni & cheese 



January 18-25 marks the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.  This annual observance,  spon-
sored jointly by the World Council of Churches and 
the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity since 
1968, invites all Christians everywhere to remem-
ber one another in prayer and strengthen the 
bonds of love and mutual mission we share in Jesus 
Christ.  

While the observance is commonly referred to as a 
Week of Prayer, it lasts eight full days.  The num-
ber eight is important in the Christian understand-
ing of salvation history.  The resurrection of Jesus 
on Sunday marks that day as the “eighth day of 
creation” and the first of the new creation.  Many 

baptismal pools and fonts have eight sides because, in baptism, we are buried with Christ in his 
death and raised with him to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4).  The eight days of prayer 
across all of our churches reflects our confidence in our Risen Lord to make us one. 

The theme of the observance for 2023 is “Do good; seek justice” (Isaiah 1:17).  The full Biblical 
text is Isaiah 1:12-18: 

12 When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand?  Trample my courts no 
more; 13 bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me.  New moon and Sabbath 
and calling of convocation - I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  14 Your new moons 
and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of 
bearing them.  15 When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though 
you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.  16 Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17 learn 
to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.  18 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like 
snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

In his day, Isaiah challenged God’s people to learn to do good together - to seek justice togeth-
er, to rescue the oppressed together, to defend the orphan and plead for the widow together.  
The prophet’s challenge applies equally to us today.  How can we live our unity as Christians so 
as to confront the evils and injustices of our time?  How can we engage in dialogue and increase 
awareness, understanding, and insight about one another’s lived experiences?  These prayers 
and encounters of the heart have the power to transform us - individually and collectively.  Let 
us be open to God’s presence in all our encounters with each other as we seek to be trans-
formed, to dismantle the systems of oppression, and to heal the sins of racism.  Together, let 
us engage the struggle for justice in our society.  We all belong to Christ! 

Prayer for Day 5 - January 22, 2023 

God of the oppressed, open our eyes to the harm that continues to be inflicted on our sisters 
and brothers in Christ.  May your Spirit give us the courage to sing in unison and raise our voic-
es with those whose suffering is unheard.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/resources-for-the-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2023
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/resources-for-the-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2023


  
February 1 - Soup & Sweets Order Deadline 

February 1 - Words of Wisdom on Facebook 

February 1 - Choir Rehearsal 

February 2-3 - No CWM - Teacher In-service 

February 2 - Chapel Time on Facebook 

February 2 - Online Bible Study 

February 4 - Pancake Breakfast & Lydia Circle 

February 11 - Soup & Sweets Pickup on Avens 

February 12 - Scout Sunday; Worship Meeting 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
John Cunningham 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Natural Disaster Victims 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Denis Rivette 
Adele Collins 
Rita Dostal 
Jerrie Akin 

Joe Bisby, Jr. 
COVID-19 Victims & Heroes 
Carolyn McDavid 
Bobbie “Montana” Hosang 
Nell Baham 
Gloria Breazeale & Family 
Doreen Smith 
Martha Bjorkgren 
Elinor Pickles 
Dorothy Bisby 

Rita Hartman 
Sue Montgomery 
Family of George Nash 
Family of Oleta Railsback 
Jack Montgomery, Sr. 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 for 

questions or information on any opportunities listed.  

Office hours are Monday-Thursday 8:00-3:00 and 

Friday 8:00-noon (office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).  

Rev. Wall can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View our 

website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 

” 

 

From The Upper Room - January 22, 2023 

Scripture Reference 

They couldn’t carry him through the 
crowd, so they tore off part of the 
roof above where Jesus was.  When 
they had made an opening, they low-
ered the mat on which the paralyzed 
man was lying. 

Mark 2:1-5 

Thought for the Day 

With God’s help, I 
will not hesitate to 
help those in need. 

Prayer 

Dear God, open our eyes to those 
in need around us so that we can 
offer help in your name.  Amen. 

Electronic Giving is a convenient and consistent way to help St. Matthew’s UMC year-round. 
 

Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today.  It’s so easy!  You will no longer need to 
write checks and prepare envelopes every week.  Even when travel, illness, or other circumstances pre-
vent you from attending Sunday service, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on 
an uninterrupted basis.  Go to www.stmatthewsmethodist.org and click on the  green “Give Online” but-
ton to get started.  Please use bank account information as opposed to a debit/credit card.  That will 

ensure that St. Matthew’s does not have to pay transaction fees.  Call the office if you have questions. 


